UPDATED GUIDANCE FOR YOUTH MINISTRY IN NORTHERN IRELAND

8th January 2021
From 8th January 2021, Northern Ireland has entered into a new phase of lockdown where the
government message is ultimately “stay at home” until 6th February until further advised. The
following is a digestible and bitesize way to understand how we can do youth work and ministry.

THINGS YOU CANNOT DO:
- In person ‘church style’ youth ministry, youth clubs and groups that meet indoors.
- Home groups (small groups/connect groups etc that meet in homes).
- Home visits inside the home and “door step” home visits.
- Trips, visits and residentials.
- Detached/outdoor local youth services. (Some youth projects may need to seek further advice from
Education Authority)

- Drive in “youth services”.
- Spaces for individual private prayer.

THINGS YOU CAN DO:
⁃ Online and digital services. Please ensure your digital safeguarding policies are robust and up
to date.
⁃ Mentor services with vulnerable* young people indoors and outdoors. These 1-2-2 sessions
can be hosted within Covid-secure church buildings, but must happen on an invite-only basis
(pre-arranged time, date and location). Also following all safeguarding guidelines. 1 young
person to 2 mentors.

*There is no formal definition for a “vulnerable” young person, this is le to your own
professional judgement. You are at liberty to define whether or not a young person is
vulnerable based on your personal, relational knowledge of that young person’s circumstances
and mental health.
The status of “vulnerable” is not fixed. A young person who you do not consider vulnerable
today may become so tomorrow. Thus, those who you consider to be vulnerable should be
fluid and moveable depending on the circumstances and mental/physical health of the young
person in question.
OTHER KEY INFORMATION
FACE COVERINGS: Face Coverings should be worn indoors by everyone aged 11 and over
(including team) at all times. Face coverings should also be worn outdoors if people will be less
than 2 meters apart from one another.
ROBUST POLICIES: Please ensure your action plans are in place, risk- assessments are up-todate and available to all volunteers, and that your hygiene measures are robust.
SAFETY FIRST: Please note, the purpose of this guidance is to give clarity about what you can
do, not necessarily what you should do. The safety of everyone involved remains your primary
concern, so please ensure you are confident about being able to host these activities safely
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before you pursue them.

